
Art in the School 
Membership Fees 

 
A $300 annual school fee includes: 
 

♦ full membership benefits for one school 
coordinator, including admission to all 
lectures and studio workshops (studio 
materials provided) 

♦ one set of 4 teaching guides and 
accompanying visuals and 
supplemental lesson materials 

♦ AIS newsletters 
 
Additional presenters from the member 
school may join for $125, which includes: 
 

♦ one set of 4 teaching guides and 
supplemental lesson materials 

♦ admission to all lectures and workshops 
(studio materials provided) 

♦ AIS newsletters  
 
Member schools’ PTA/PTO’s typically pay the 
membership fees. See website for registration 
forms and training schedule. 
 

  
 
 

Why Art in the School 
Was Created 

 
Art in the School was founded in 

1985 by art historian and educator Sara 
Otto-Diniz when art education funding 
was severely cut in the public schools.  
Our nationally recognized, non-profit 
program has reached thousands of 
students throughout New Mexico who 
would otherwise not have any visual art 
education. 

Our unique approach addresses 
the whole child by supporting multiple 
learning styles.  The lessons foster 
cultural understanding through the 
study of multi-cultural arts and peoples. 
Art criticism develops critical thinking 
skills.  The studio art making challenges 
students to solve problems creatively.  
Art engages the imagination and 
nurtures a positive self-concept.    

 

 
 

Volunteers’ experiences with 
the children: 

”They had lots of wonderful ideas about 

the images and loved letting us know 

what they saw and thought.”    

 

“When they see me in school, I’m the 

‘cool art lady.’  They and their teachers 

appreciate what Art in the School 

provides…” 
 
 
 

Enhancing Education in 
 New Mexico 

Thousands of New Mexico school 
children will experience a unique and 
stimulating learning experience thanks to 
Art in the School volunteers.  Each school 
year since 1985, Art in the School has 
trained volunteers and teachers to provide 
comprehensive art education lessons that 
support and enhance core subjects.  

Our curriculum aligns with the New 
Mexico Public Education Department’s 
standards and benchmarks in visual arts, 
and provides substantial enrichment across 
the curriculum.  

 
Children’s comments: 
“I like art ideas in order to 
 express myself.” 

“I always want to know more  
about art!” 

“When I look at art, I get ideas.” 
 

How You Can Help 
Art in the School is a 501(c) (3) non-profit 

organization.  We are supported by grants and 
membership fees.   We gratefully accept 
donations from individuals and businesses to 
support our efforts. 

 
This project is made possible in part by New Mexico Arts, a 
division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

 

            

 

Art Education  
Volunteer Program 

 for the 2010-2011 School Year 
 

A World of Art:    

         

New Mexico’s 
Treasures

 
 

 
 

ArtInTheSchool.org 
(505) 306-0471 

 

CERTIFIED TEACHERS:   
You may attend our 

trainings at no charge!  If you 
would like the lesson plan & 
slides, they are available for 
purchase.   Call us for more 

information. 



Art in the School’s 2010-2011 School 
Year Program 
  

 Our approach to art education 
encompasses: 
         ▪ art history       ▪ art criticism  
         ▪ aesthetics       ▪ art making   
 
Each lesson includes vocabulary, background 
information, slides with questions for guided 
discussion and hands-on art making 
activities. The lessons provide ample 
opportunity for applications in other 
subjects: language arts, history, geography, 
and more.   
 
We will provide training this school year on 
the following four lessons.  Please check our 
website for workshop dates and details: 

ArtintheSchool.org 

 

A Community Crafts: 
Pueblo Pottery 

   
 
 Volunteers will enjoy a background lecture 
from a potter about Pueblo pottery. Students 
will learn the process of creating a coil or 
pinch pot and study examples from master 
potters at Acoma, Hopi, San Ildefonso, and 
Santa Clara. 
 

 

Navajo Weaving: 
To Craft a Life of Beauty 

    An expert 
on Navajo 
weaving will 
provide the 
background 
lecture.  
Then 
volunteers 
will learn 
how to 
create 

several kinds of weavings with children 
– yarn on a simple loom, with paper and 
with natural materials.  
 

 
The Hispanic Tinsmith: 
Craft an Adventure 

 
 

     Volunteers will learn about the 
history and creation of  traditional 
Hispanic tin work craft from a local 
expert.  Then in the studio workshop, 
they’ll learn ways to create tin craft 
with children. 

 
 

Aesthetics of 
Place: 
Southwest 
Landscapes of 
Georgia O’Keeffe 
 
 Volunteers will explore 
the Southwest's 
brilliant light and spare beauty through the 
paintings of its favorite artist, and teach 
students the vocabulary of landscape. In the 
painting studio, students will develop their 
own artistic vision of the desert. 
 
 “You have provided my students with a 
window on the world as well as a means of 
expressing themselves.”  - teacher 

 
Art in the School’s Unique & Fun 

Volunteer Trainings 
No teaching or art experience is 

necessary to participate in Art in the School’s 
volunteer program. Volunteers (typically an 
elementary student’s parent or grandparent) 
gain permission from the child’s teacher to 
participate in the program and are allowed 
time in the classroom to present the lessons. 
At most schools, parent-teacher organizations 
pay the membership fees; some hold special 
fundraisers to support the arts at their school.   

Volunteers attend interesting trainings 
which prepare them for the classroom (see 
website for schedule).  First they enjoy a 
background lecture by an artist, art historian 
or other expert to acquaint them with the 
topic.  Next they are taught how to discuss 
the images with children, followed by art 
making skills and how to present age-

appropriate art lessons.  An experienced art 
educator leads the trainings. Art making 
activities are shared to accommodate varying 
age levels. They’re given lesson guides and art 
images for use in discussions with children.   

 Teachers welcome Art in the School 
volunteers into their classrooms because the 
activities support and enrich the core 
curriculum.  Because many elementary 
schools only have an art teacher every other 
year, Art in the School helps supplement 
visual arts learning. 

Volunteers gain a great deal of personal 
enjoyment from the stimulating trainings and 
volunteer experience.  Many have been 
inspired to pursue the arts and additional 
teaching opportunities as a result of their Art 
in the School experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information: (505) 306-0471 

mail@ArtintheSchool.org 
 

Website:  ArtintheSchool.org 
Blog:  ArtintheSchool.wordpress.com 

 
P.O. Box 3416   Albuquerque, NM  87190 

Art in the School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

 

“Thank you – a great experience.” 

“I have nothing but praise for the 

program, staff, etc.  So happy to be 

participating.” 

– Volunteers’ comments 

 


